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The Preface to the Tenth Tear of thefe Tracis. 

U Nder the favourable Countenance of thofe Worthies who 
are addicted to the Advancement of Arts and Sciences, I 
hold on my refolutions by Gods affiftance, To endeavour the 
publishing a Ninth Volume of Philofophical Communications, in 
this Tenth year of my undertakings of this kind, beginning an 
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other Century in this prefent March: My firft Volume contain¬ 
ing the twofirfl years, as partly interrupted by our public Ca¬ 
lamities, and part of the time laid out for Inftrndlions and Ex¬ 
emplars to prepare and incline our generous Correfpondents, to 
adhere clofely to the Truth of Nature by faithful Experiment*, 
and to evidence of matter of fadt in their Hiftorical Narrations. 

And I fhali not here take much notice of the Obftrudtions 
and Difcouragements, that have been and are call in our way 
by the Malevolent, they being fufhciently punilh’t by this, 
that they exclude themfelves from the knowledge of Gods 
admirable Works and of ingenious Inventions. 

Mean while, the Virtuqfi may encourage themfelves and re¬ 
ceive fatisfadfion from that noble Elogy, which was long ago 
provided for them by the elegant Poet Claudian; 

Ip fa quidem VIRTUS precium Jibi, Soldq; late 'l 
Fortunes fecura nitet, nec fafeibus ullis 
Erigitur, plaufuve petit clarefcere vulgi; De Confu- 

Nil opis externa cupiens, nil indiga laudis, latu Mallii 

Divitiis animofa fuis, immotaque cunSlis ^Theodori 

CaJibuSy ex alta mortalia defpicit arce : Panegyris. 

Aitamen invitam blande veftigat, & ultra 
Ambit honor - J 

The very fame, in eifedf, with a more antient and a more 
genial Poet, (Horace,) tuned to his Lyre, in the age, and in 
the ear, and with the high applaufe of great Augujlus Ccefar i 

Virtus, repulfce nefeia fordidee, 

Intaminatis fulget konoribus, 

Nec fumit, aut ponit fecures, 

Arbitrio popularis aurce. ^Carm. 1 . 3,. 

Virtus, recludens immeritis mori Ode 2. 

Cesium, negata tentat iter via, 

Ccztufque vulgares, & udam 

Spernit humurn, fugiente pennd. 

And an other, (Ovid) in few words, lays down the grounds 
and withall the final unfuccefsfulnefs, of all our adverfaries 
calumnies and railleries ; 

Pafcitur in vivis Livor, pojl fata quiefcit ; 1 l j Amor 

Tunc funs exmerito quemque tuetur Ilonos. ( 

And 
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And the Prince of Latin Poets, Virgil , faw amongfc his Heroes 
in his flowry Elyjium, the Valiant for their Countrey, the Elo¬ 
quent, and the Inventors of Arts for humane Accomodations, 
and thofe who purchafed lading Honor by real merit: Tbefe, 
he faw there crown’d with Garlands as white as fnow: 

Heic manus, obpatriampugnando vulnera pafji-, 

Sfuique pii Vates, & Phcebo digna locuti , 

Invent as aut qui vitam excoluere per Antes, 
tpuique fui memores alios fecere merendo : 

Omnibus his nivea cinguntur tempora vittd. 

Thefe old Eloges do juftly belong to our Noble Friends and 
worthy Correfpondents, who do fpend fo much of their Lives, 
and Labors, (and fome their Treafures alfo,) to oblige even 
the ungrateful, and their yet unborn Pofterity. 

Now I go on chearfully and with a refolved mind, begin¬ 
ning with 

A Letter, not long Jince written to the Publijher by an Experien¬ 
ced perfon rejiding at Amfterdam, containing a true Defcrip- 
tion of Nova Zembla, together with an intimation of the ad¬ 
vantage of its jhape and pofition. 

S I R, 

I Herewith fend you what I have received out of Mufcovy, 
which is a New Mapp of Nova Zembla and Wcigats, as it 
hath been difcover’d by the exprefs order of the Czar-, 
and drawn by a Painter, called Pa nelapoetfki, who fentitmefrom 
Mofco for a prefent: By which it appears, That Nova Zembla 
is not an Ifland, as hitherto ithath been believed to be; and that 
the Mare glaciale is not a Sea, but a Sinus or Bay, the 
waters whereof are fweet. Which is the fame with what the 
"Tartars do alfo affure us, who have tailed thofe waters in the ve¬ 
ry midft of the Sinus. The Samojeds as well as the Tartars do 
unanimouflyaffirm, thatpafiingontheback of Nova Zembla, at 
aconfiderable diflancefrom thefhore. Navigators may well pafs 
as far as Japan. And ’tis a great fault in th tEnglijh zndDutch, that 
feeking to get to Japan on the South-iideof Nova Zembla, they 
have almod always paffed the Weigats. The letter O in the great 
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